
Case series

Case series (4) apathy, treated with 
MPH

significant improvement in apathy and 
subdomains of motivation, novelty, and 
persistence

(Padala et al. 
2007)

case series (30) patients with primary 
brain tumours

improvements in cognitive function, gait, 
stamina and motivation to perform 
activities

(Meyers et 
al. 1998)

case series (26 
patients)

hospice inpatients with 
terminal cancer, 
diagnosed with major 
depressive disorder

MPH from 10 to 20 mg/day for up to 6 
weeks: a therapeutic response was 
obtained in 46% (but only in 7% of those 
patients who died within the 6 weeks)

(Macleod 
1998)

case series (28 
MPH, 30 
nortriptyline)

elderly stroke patients 
with major depression

remission: 53% MPH; 43% nortriptyline. 
speed of response: 2.4 days MPH, 27 
days nortriptyline

(Lazarus et 
al. 1994)


